
I’ve only had three career plans in my 
life. As a very young boy, I wanted to 
be a cowboy. In early school years, it 
was replaced by being a Major League 
Baseball player. Sitting on the bench 
before entering sixth grade, I came to 
realize I didn’t have the talents needed. 

I shared this with my mother at the 
breakfast table. She said, “You like to 
talk and argue, why don’t you become a 
lawyer.” I’ve never looked back.

It’s a natural fit. I like puzzles and 
figuring out things. I’m constantly 
thinking through challenges and 
exploring alternatives. I enjoy helping 
people solve confusing and complicated 
issues. These skills and interests have 
served me well through a long career 
doing business, employment, and 
contract law as a corporate attorney.

My legal career started in the military 
and progressed through civil service 
and private industry. I appreciated not 
working for a law firm where I’d be 
judged on the hours I worked and pushed 
to bill hours. In my jobs, I only had to get 
good results. It was more important to do 
it right than count the hours.

Throughout these jobs, my natural 
inclinations and skills were given 
an opportunity to grow and flourish. 
What more could possibly be needed? 
Well, God used the Great Recession in 
2008 and the Challenge Weekend to 
expand my understanding of what he 
had in mind.

It is God who works in you to will and 
act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 
(Philippians 2:13)

The Great Recession resulted in a layoff 
when there were few jobs. I’ve always 
been a faith-filled man, so I looked to 
see what support was offered in Orange 
County, California, and discovered 
Christians in Commerce. I showed up 
to a meeting in 2009 and eventually 
attended a Challenge Weekend in 2011.

The Challenge Weekend was a 
tremendously rewarding experience 
enabling me to see God’s plan and my 
place in it. Now I’m working for our 
Father. My inclinations and skills are 
part of who God has made me. What 
greater opportunity is there than  
 

 
Why I Still Work
By Jules Miller

Finding God’s  
Purpose at Work 
We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. (Isaiah 64:8)

Every moment of our life has a purpose, 
especially where we spend most of our 
waking hours—the workplace. This is what 
WorkLight is all about. 

Do we see it in our own situations? Everything 
we do matters. No action is too small or 
dull. No coworker’s life is insignificant or 
unimportant. No task is inconsequential.

Just think about yesterday. Who did you 
meet, how did you interact, what were you 
able to get done? What did it mean to you?  
What do you think it meant to God?

Think about today. What does our Father 
have in store for you? Our Father is at work 
in and through you, as well as those around 
you and what you’ll accomplish together 
and for others.

Working for our Father is the ultimate 
meaning and purpose for everyone’s life.  
Can we embrace this reality in our 
workplace? Can we surrender ourselves to a 
total commitment during this work week?

Continued on page 6
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From Guys  
to Brothers
By Nick Liskey

This is how we know what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 
and sisters. (1 John 3:16)   

Our WorkLight group meets on Friday 
mornings. In the beginning, we called it 
group therapy because we were all able 
to voice our problems. It was incredibly 
safe, no judgments were ever made. 
Most of us are in the same battles of 
work, young children, marriage, and 
trying to be faithful in all we do. 

Brad lost his father a few years ago. He 
encouraged me to visit with my father 
and make the three-hour round trip as 
much as I could. He told me I wouldn’t 
regret it. He was right. 

My father passed away on Father’s Day 
this year. He had a three-year battle 

with lung and brain cancer, and a few 
short weeks at the end in hospice care. 
He died in his living room surrounded 
by my mother, brothers, and me.

Will showed up at the local little league 
fields because our children play there. 
He hugged me, told me he was sorry, 
and had a normal conversation with me 
because that’s what good friends do.  

Tom and I both share a love of rock and 
folk music. He recorded himself playing 
and singing a song that resonated deep 
into both of our souls, especially that 
week. It meant the world to me. Even 
though we live a few hours apart, Tom 
showed up. Four months later, Tom 
would lose his own grandfather, a 
strong father figure in his life. I didn’t 
sing him a song, but I shared a few that 
were on my heart.  

Randy, our leader, sat with me in my 
grief and allowed me to be vulnerable. 
He told me he was praying for me, my 
family, and my mother. I am skeptical 
of most people who offer me thoughts 
and prayers, but not from Randy.

These men have transformed our Friday 
morning into a sacred space. We’ve 

gone from guys in a group to friends 
and brothers.

___________________________________________________

Nick Liskey is a financial planner at 
Healy Financial. He lives in South Bend, 
Indiana, with his wife, four children and 
100-pound dog. 

PR AY

REFLEC T

DISCUSS

Lord, help me to build good, strong 
relationships with other believers. 
Open my heart to love them and be 
with them in the challenges we all face.

How is God calling us to lay down our life 
for those we encounter in the workday?

How can we radiate Christ in situations 
and circumstances your coworkers are 
facing? How have others done it for you?

Shine the light of Christ into your workplace  
and help spark a new generation of Christians 
with your monthly sustaining gift.

Become a Torchbearer today.   

WorkLight.org/DonateTorchbearer

http://www.WorkLight.org/Donate
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New Opportunities
By Will Sullivan

Be very careful, then, how you live—not 
as unwise but as wise, making the most of 
every opportunity... (Ephesians 5:15)    

There’s a reason why the windshield is 
bigger than the rear-view mirror. We 
need to live in the present. If we let our 
past battle our present, we could miss 
out on our future.

My brother helped me learn this. When 
I was in eighth grade, he was in high 
school and pulled me into his off-season 
indoor lacrosse team to play against the 
best varsity players on Long Island. 

That first game was an eye-opener 
for life. The first time I got the ball on 
offense, I dodged past an older (and 
larger) player, went for the score, and 
gave the goalie the slowest shot of my 
career. The goalie easily stopped the 

shot and fired it right over my head for a 
fast break down the shorter indoor field.

I stood frozen in utter disappointment. 
Then I heard my brother yelling at me 
to “get my butt” back on defense. This 
was no time to look in the rear-view 
mirror, I needed to look through the 
windshield and be on defense.

Indoor lacrosse is relentless for an 
inexperienced player. Life at work 
can be similar. We can’t let negative 
experiences from our past inhibit our 
efforts in the present to fulfill God’s 
purpose for us at work. In our lives and 
for those around us, there’s no whistle 
during the play that stops the chance 
for redemption and growth in the Lord.

At work, we need to remind ourselves 
and our coworkers that each new 
day and new project offers a fresh 
opportunity for restoration and victory. 
Every moment offers a chance to 
change the future and to win in the 
most exciting exhibition—life in Christ 
working for our Father.

___________________________________________________

William G. F. Sullivan operates a leading, 
digital-forward, national insurance 
company. He resides in Granger, Indiana, 
with his wife Tara, three children, and 
one mercurial cat. He can be reached at 
wsullivan@cmfgroup.com.
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Keep It Personal
By Sara Reyes

“They put [a light] on its stand, so that those 
who come in may see the light.” (Luke 11:33)    

Although my undergraduate degree is 
in Religious Studies, I began working at 
a small financial services firm. 

After six  years, I decided to make a 
change. Several people suggested a 
local financial group I hadn’t heard 
of before. After the third person 
suggested it, I thought the Lord must 
be guiding me to it. I interviewed that 
afternoon and was soon hired. 

I immediately noticed my new coworkers 
were very invested in the clients 
they served. They were attentive and 
delivered a personal, often faith-filled 
touch to each client’s situation. Even 
though I cared about the clients, my 
work was less focused on their individual 

circumstances. My environment was 
filled with Christian witnesses and that 
gradually changed the way I viewed and 
conducted my work.

I find this profession interesting because 
what people believe, and why, affects 
how they make decisions about their 
finances. Religious beliefs impact how 
people spend their money, what kind of 
legacy they might want to leave behind, 
and to whom they consider leaving it. 

Many people seek financial advice when 
they experience significant life changes, 
like a death in the family, the birth of a 
child, or the loss of a job. We walk beside 
them and provide professional advice—
and, if they’re open to it, we even pray 
with or for them. We plan with them 
over a period of time until we’ve reached 
a resolution, and then maintain the 
relationship going forward. 

After almost six years here now, I find 
myself more aware of God’s presence 
in my work. Connecting with my 
coworkers and our clients has enabled 
me to serve the Lord more fully each day.

___________________________________________________

Sara Reyes works at the Healy Group 
and lives with her family in South Bend, 
IN. She often thinks simultaneously 
in English and Spanish. Her email is 
sreyes@healyfinancial.net.

PR AY

REFLEC T

DISCUSS

Lord, you have called us to build your 
kingdom in our workplaces. Please open 
our eyes to ways we can shine your light 
more visibly each day. 

Is the way we conduct our work a 
witness of Christ’s love and care for 
those in our environment?

How are we being an example to 
others? Who among our coworkers is 
an example to us?

PR AY

REFLEC T

DISCUSS

Lord, thank you for giving me so many 
opportunities to be a champion for you in 
life and work.

How do you bring yourself back to the 
present moment instead of battling in 
the past?

How do we better pass along this much-
needed understanding of work and life 
to others we work with?

mailto:wsullivan%40cmfgroup.com?subject=
mailto:sreyes%40healyfinancial.net?subject=
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Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, 
not for human masters. 
(Colossians 3:23)

Finding God’s Purpose 
at Work

Who do you work for? 

I’ve heard answers 
ranging from the name of a company, to 
the name of an individual, to a group of 
people. Yet as Christians we are called 
to work for our Father in Heaven above 
any authority in this world. God wants 
us working for him, and let’s just say 
the benefits are beyond competitive. 

What does working for our Father 
mean on a Monday morning? 

Discernment is important here. It 
doesn’t mean avoiding responsibility 
or ignoring corporate hierarchy. 

Working for our Father means finding 
good and purposeful work we can pour 
ourselves into. Finding ways to live 
in the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our 
day-to-day lives. Reflecting Jesus’ love 
and light on colleagues, customers, 
and all who cross your path. Knowing 
that whether we find ourselves on an 
assembly line or in a boardroom, it’s 
all a gift from God. 

Adam and Eve were charged and 
blessed with stewardship of the 
garden of Eden. Our call is similar, 
even if the garden these days seems 
complicated and strange. 

Work can be a form of worship, even 
in difficult times. Not as an escape 
from adversity, but as a pathway into 
finding our role in caring for God’s 
creation. Not an easy task, for sure; 
but who said building God’s Kingdom 
in the workplace would be easy?

When I was young my Dad used to 
say, “Do good, be good!” That’s sound 
advice for anyone. But even more so 
for us as Christians. Let us do good at 
our work diligently and be good in our 
identity in Christ alone. 

Come Holy Spirit,

Wes
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Making Each  
Encounter Count
By Brad Mundy

Love one another deeply, from the heart.  
(1 Peter 1:22)   

During my last year of optometry school, 
I had a clinical rotation in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, that helped patients of 
underserved communities. As an intern 
I did not have an established patient 
base and I would see randomly-assigned 
patients that my instructor gave me. I will 
never forget the day Vickie came to the 
clinic for an eye examination.

Vickie was a very sweet woman in her 
mid-60s who had some health problems. 
She shared with me that she had a form 
of cancer she was being treated for, but 
she was nervous about her prognosis. 

I felt compelled to talk to her about my 
mother’s experience with the same 
form of cancer. I told her my mother 
also experienced the same anxiety 

about her diagnosis, but she had faith 
that God would see her through the 
treatment. Vickie was relieved to know 
that my mother was now cancer-free, 
and thanked me for listening to her and 
taking time to comfort her.

The next day, Vickie returned with a 
heartfelt thank-you card. I greeted 
Vickie with a hug and asked her to stay 
connected with me during her cancer 
journey. Over the next several months 
we corresponded on a weekly basis and 
developed a friendship. I told my fiancée 
about this unique connection I had made 
with Vickie, and we decided to invite 
Vickie to our upcoming wedding.

Thirteen years later we now consider 
Vickie part of our extended family. My 
mother and Vickie have become close 
friends and Vickie often visits with my 
sister and her family in Indianapolis. She 
has been there through my mom’s health 
issues and also when my father passed 
away. I am truly blessed that God set us 
on a path to meet years ago.

I have taken this experience early in my 
career and used it to mold how I try to treat 
every patient I encounter. God’s grace has 
enabled me to make many connections 

with patients over the years and help 
support them in any way that I can. 

___________________________________________________

Brad Mundy lives in Granger, Indiana, with 
Ashley, his wife of 13 years, and their son, 
Nolan. He owns a three-location optometry 
practice in Southwest Michigan. He can be 
reached at BradMundyOD@gmail.com.
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PR AY

REFLEC T

DISCUSS

Lord Jesus, let me learn to love each 
person I encounter with your heart.

Who are you encountering in your life 
right now that you feel God’s call to get 
to know better? 

Share with one another unique 
encounters that have turned into 
friendships. Express how you have 
seen the Holy Spirit working in  
those situations.

January 2022
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“You were an idea in God’s mind before 
you were born,” so my wife overheard 
our 5-year-old granddaughter, Rosie. 
She was explaining to her 3-year-old 
sister, Ellie where she was before being 
born. This may have been an idea Rosie 
had heard from her mother; but it is 
nonetheless a profound truth confirmed 
by God’s Word.

The Lord said to Jeremiah, “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you; 
before you were born I set you apart; 
I appointed you as a prophet to the 
nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5) The psalmist 
says, “For you created my inmost being; 
you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139:13-14) 

These words also apply to us. We are 
not a product of chance. We are not the 
result of some random accident of an 
evolutionary process. 

The most important parts of our 
nature—our soul and spirit—were 
created by God and known by him 
before our physical nature was born. St. 
Paul says God “chose us in him before 
the creation of the world.” (Ephesians 
1:4) We are “precious in the sight of the 
Lord.” (Psalm 116:15) 

Not only does God consider each of us 
unique, he has a unique purpose for 

each of us exclusively tailored to match 
the gifts and nature of our being. This 
purpose includes our work, which we are 
distinctly equipped to do.

After college, I began to work in the 
marketing department for an oil 
company, but that was not where God 
equipped me to be. Through a course 

correction, he put in my heart the desire 
to go back to school and study law, and 
he gave me a work especially designed 
for me that served others and thus, him.

Whatever our work, if it is where God 
wants us to be, it is important to him. 
It is like a thread in the larger fabric of 
civilization. Regardless of how small 
the thread, pull it out, and the fabric is 
weakened. (See Lester DeKoster, Work – 
The Meaning of Your Life)

God’s unique purpose also includes 
loving and caring for the people in our 
lives that we are uniquely suited to love 
and care for. I believe that God intended 

for my wife and I to come together and 
love and care for one another. He gave 
us five children and now a larger family 
with grandchildren to love and care 
for, which has always been a part of his 
purpose for us.

While our pride and sin can frustrate 
God’s purpose for us, we can take 

confidence in Paul’s words, “For we are 
God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

What unique purpose has God given you?

________________________________________________

Adapted and used with permission from 
former President and board member 
Bill Dalgetty’s weekly blog “Christ in 
Life and Work.” Bill can be reached at 
dalgettybill@gmail.com.  

Unique in Birth 
and Purpose
By Bill Dalgetty

a spark
If a Spark Reflection reminds you of someone, 
that’s a Holy Spirit nudge. Forward it on and ignite 
a movement of the Holy Spirit in their life.

mailto:dalgettybill%40gmail.com?subject=
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There are times when I’m convinced God 
either has an uncanny sense of humor or 
I’m just so stubborn I have to be rattled 
in order to understand his message. No 
time in my life was this more the case 
than the years I taught preschool. 

Free early education for my kids, plus 
the ability to cover groceries, seemed 
like a logical choice at the time. So what 
if the work met none of my professional 
goals? The daily endorphin of being 
so present in my children’s lives was 
enough … until my euphoria waned. 
After singing, “The Wheels on the Bus” 
for the umpteenth time, I longed for my 
snazzy career plan to return. 

This is where I met my friend, Lina. 

A school favorite, Lina greeted families 
each day with an exuberant, “Good 
morning!” To her students, she’d follow 
up with an enthusiastic, “Come see 
what we’re doing today …” as if nothing 
could possibly be better. The net effect 
of her attitude was anxiety-free drop 
offs for everyone. 

She also had this truly dynamic way of 
producing the most interesting projects 
from her students. Watercolors, Jackson 
Pollock-inspired splatter paintings—
you name it—her toddlers’ end-of-year 
art books rivaled that of children three 
times their age. 

“They don’t see the mistakes they 
make, ” she’d smile as a big red smudge 
of paint in the middle of one of their 
paintings became part of a masterpiece. 

“They just make the most of their work 
without any inhibition.”

Lina seemed born to teach preschool. 
Then one day, she admitted that, like 
me, she never intended to do it. 

“But you’re so good at this!” I exclaimed.

“I’m good at the gifts God gave me, ” she 
answered.

It dawned on me that Lina was just like 
her students. For her, teaching preschool 
was unexpected, but something she 
made look purposeful by bringing the 
best of herself to work each day. Her 
example inspired me to create a literacy-
based arts class that brought storybooks 
to life through art, music, movement, 
and dramatic play. It may not have been 
a snazzy career, but it utilized my love of 
words and reading and brought purpose 
to my unexpected work. 

“Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your 
paths.” (Psalm 25:4)

God’s will for our lives isn’t an easy find. 
There’s no map with a legend to show 
us that we are where we should be. Yet, 
when we find ourselves somewhere 
unrecognizable, we can be sure that 
the desire to find God’s purpose in the 
unplanned opens our hearts to share 
the best of ourselves in whatever we do. 
This isn’t just pleasing to God; it readies 
us for what’s next.

Eventually, Lina became a medical 
translator and interpreter for patients 
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having God as my boss? Now everything 
is aligned with this divine call.

I joined Christians in Commerce at 
the same time I opened up my private 
practice. Working is no sacrifice for 
me, I like to work. Today, when asked 
why I still work, I give a very different 
answer than before the Challenge 
Weekend. “Because God wants me to 
keep on working.” If they ask me how 
I know, that’s even better. It opens the 
door to tell them all I learned.

I’m past retirement age, but I’m still 
working and will until I’m no longer 
able. I’ve expanded my services to 
include one very important thing. 
When clients share trials and troubles 
with me, I used to just tell them I’d pray 
for them. Now I ask if I can pray with 
them. They may look perplexed, but 
they’ve never turned me down.

I don’t get to see much fruit, but that 
won’t stop me. I know it’s planting 
seeds that will germinate. Every time I 
pray with someone, I’m inviting them 
into my relationship with God. I’m 
confident he will nourish the seed in 
them. He did it for me.

________________________________________________

Jules Miller is a member of the WorkLight 
Board of Directors. He lives with his 
wife Sheila in Dana Point, CA. He can be 
reached at julesmillerlaw@att.net. 

Why I Still Work 
Continued from page 1

who don’t speak English and I returned 
to communications, but we’ll never 
forget our years of story times and 
fingerpaints. It’s where we learned that 
gifts needn’t be tied to one plan. And 
God knew just the place to teach us 
that—preschool.

 __________________________________________________

Annie Stutley is a member of the editorial 
team living in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
with her husband Bill and three children. 
Find her at anniedstutley.com. 

Purpose in the 
Unplanned
By Annie Stutley

mailto:julesmillerlaw%40att.net?subject=
http://www.anniedstutley.com
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Our first-hand accounts of Christ at work 
inspire others. Subscribers to our Spark 
Workday Reflections want more. Let us tell 
them about yours. 

If writing isn’t your thing, we’re here to 
help. It’s easy. Use the simple form on our 
website to send a brief description. One of 
our writers will be in touch. 

And, always be eager to pass on a  
Spark reflection to anyone who needs  
a little inspiration.

Let Us Help You! 

bit.ly/WL-ShareYourStory

CHALLENGE WEEKENDS ARE BACK! 

Since the first Challenge Weekend 
in 1983, God alone has heard all the 
stories whispered in prayers, coffee 
shops, factories, small groups, and 
offices across the country. WorkLight 
lifts up these voices so 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit will connect 
decades of Christians 
in Commerce 
testimony to new 
generations.

Chapters around 
the country are 
reinvigorating this 
core charism of our 
ministry. When was 
your last Challenge 
Weekend? We hope 
you and your brothers and sisters 
will join this movement of the Holy 
Spirit in 2022. 

Wondering what a Challenge Weekend 
is all about? Looking for some 
inspiration? Check out this report from 
the field in Santa Cruz, California.

“Thirty-three men, ranging in age from 
the early 20s thru 83  gathered together 

on the third weekend of November, at 
the historic Mission San Antonio de 
Padua in the San Antonio Valley.

“Of the 33 men, six were first-time 
attendees and their individual 
responses were inspirational. 

“Here are some of the comments:

‘I needed this badly; addressing personal 
anger issues. Be back in January.’ 

‘I arrived without any preconditions 
or expectations. The transparency is 
incredible. I needed to get things out. 
So many good men here, filled with the 
Holy Spirit.’

‘Kindness begets kindness; as men we 
have failed but here I also witnessed 
forgiveness.’

“It was also said that ‘whether this was 
your first or 57th time, the spirituality, 
deep comradeship, and personal 

relationships are real.’ 

“The most telling 
shared response from 
an attendee was: ‘My 
walk with the Lord is 
a work in progress. 
I need to get over 
the old me, in which 
relationships have 
been superficial, 
artificial, and 
incomplete.’ 

“A mature first-
timer on the aspect of ecumenism 
said: ‘Now this is real Christianity. 
Multiple denominations gathering and 
celebrating their common values, not 
what separates them.’”

When will your next Challenge 
Weekend be? Will you be a first-timer, 
a repeat visitor, or a host? Let us know 
and spread the word at worklight.org. 
Come Holy Spirit!
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“I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ 
lives in me.”

Galatians 2:20
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WORKLIGHT PRAYER

Father, 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that we may be made new
and bring the presence of Christ into all we do;
That we may grow in love for you, and for all;
That we may be humble and wise stewards of your creation; 
That we may bring your light into our workplaces; 
That we may lead all to unity in you; 
Through Jesus, our Lord.

Amen
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MISSION To encourage and equip Christians to be God’s presence in the workplace by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, exercising faith, integrity, and excellence 
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